
Monterey depths and dimensions 
 

I have compiled, adapted, and arranged these informal, ad 
hoc notes for use by participants in the Jean Gebser Society 
conference to be held in Monterey, October 2012. The 
information here has been drawn from the very wide array of 
information resources concerning the nature and character 
of this extraordinary locale. Those who are not familiar with 
this area, as well as those who are, may find some surprises 
below. I hope so. 
 
At the end of this document is a personal essay of mine that 
presents something of my experience of the soul of 
California in this place for nearly forty years. 
 
My friend Steven Fernandez, in the lineage of the Esselen-
Rumsien told me how his grandmother Amellia recounted an 
episode with Isabel Meadows [See 1935], a descendant of 
local Mission Indians. The event occurred at a prominent 
knoll overlooking the estuary at the mouth of the Carmel 
River—Río Carmelo. The site is marked by a replica of the 
very large wooden cross that was erected in 1772 by 
Spanish settlers as a signal for a supply convoy (that had, 
unbeknownst them, been lost at sea). It was there that John 
Peabody Harrington [See 1915] of the Smithsonian asked 
Meadows, What part of this region did your people consider 
sacred? Meadows lifted her arms high, level with her 
shoulders, and slowly turned around a full 360 degrees.  
 

John Dotson 
Carmel 

July 20, 2012 
 



 
 
 
 
Original depths 
 
The Pacific Coast of North America is slowly moving north. 
 
The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, designated in 1992, is a Federally 
protected marine area stretching from Marin to Cambria. The sanctuary 
encompasses 6,094 square miles of ocean and is the closest-to-shore deep 
ocean environment in the continental US, extending an average distance of 30 
miles from shore, with a shoreline length of 276 miles. The sanctuary is larger 
than Yosemite or Yellowstone National Parks. The maximum depth is 12,713 
feet, more than two miles. It is home to one of the most diverse marine 
ecosystems in the world, including 33 species of marine mammals, 94 species of 
seabirds, 345 species of fishes, and numerous invertebrates and plants. It is 
considered by many to be the Serengeti of the Sea.  
 
Monterey Canyon begins in the middle of Monterey Bay and extends 
southwesterly 95 miles into the Pacific, reaching depths of up to 11,800 feet 
below surface level. The canyon itself is about one mile deep, comparable to the 
Grand Canyon. The greater submarine canyon system consists of Monterey, 
Soquel, and Carmel Canyons, with depths and influxes of nutrient-rich sediments 



creating extraordinary marine habitats. A dominant theory holds that the canyon 
is a remnant of an ancient outlet of the Colorado River, which existed before the 
Gulf of California opened up about eight million years ago, when this area was at 
the present latitude of Santa Barbara. The Monterey Bay Aquarium Research 
Institute is now conducting the first explorations of the deep canyon.  
 

The earliest peoples—the Esselen-Rumsien, or Ohlone 

Earliest evidence of human habitation in the Western Hemisphere, a hearth site 
on an island in southern California, has been dated at about 31,000 years ago. 
The coastline was then further out than the present shore, before the melting of 
the most recent Ice Age. 
 
Prior to the arrival of Europeans, California was home to some 300,000 
indigenous people, creators of complex cultures and extensive patterns of trade, 
encompassing 104 language groups, living usually in permanent settlements in 
every region except the High Sierra. 
 
The region between Point Sur and San Francisco Bay was the most densely 
populated region on the West Coast with 10,000 locals enjoying a rich habitat—
partly a consequence of the moderate climate sustained by the cold but steady 
sea temperatures of the Monterey Canyon. Some biologists describe San 
Francisco Bay in its original state as the richest wildlife habitat in North America. 
 
Study of artifacts in central California has led to descriptions of three cultural 
horizons of the indigenous people who now accept the general name Ohlone. 
The Early Horizon extends from about 4000 to 1000 BCE, the Middle Horizon 
dates to 700 CE, and the Late Horizon spans from 700 CE to the coming of the 
Spaniards in the 1770s. The many peoples now called Ohlone lived in about 50 
different nations or tribes with about 50 to 500 members each (average 200) from 
Big Sur to the San Francisco Peninsula and inland.  
 

We know with certainty that people have been living in the Monterey area 
for several thousand years. What we can’t be sure of is just how long ago 
the earliest people began walking this land we call home. Across the bay, 
in Scotts Valley, the oldest known village site of this region was carbon 
dated at 10,000 years old…. Some archaeologists firmly believe that earlier 
sites lie beneath California’s coastal ocean waters, on land that was 
exposed during the last ice age, when much more of the Earth’s water was 
locked in glacial blocks. 

*** 
It is important to remember that thousands of descendants of Monterey’s 
aboriginal people are living today. Some of us still live in the Monterey 
area—our ancestral homeland. 

*** 



We are grateful to the elders who shared their knowledge with 
anthropologists earlier in the 20th century, for it is through them that we 
are able to piece together fragments of our culture and history into an 
ever-expanding understanding of our past. 
 
~ Linda Yamane, “Introduction to the Native People of Monterey” 
 

Ohlone creation myths tell that the world was covered entirely in water, apart 
from a single peak Pico Blanco near Big Sur (and Mount Diablo for the northern 
tribelets) on which Coyote, Hummingbird, and Eagle stood. Humans were the 
descendants of Coyote. Folklore and legend centered around the 
Coyote trickster spirit, as well as Eagle and Hummingbird. Coyote spirit was 
clever, wily, lustful, greedy, and irresponsible and often competed with 
Hummingbird, who despite his small size regularly got the better of him. Daily life 
was organized with particular devotion to the Sun, and dancing was a continual 
practice integral with the events of the cycle of each day and night.  
 

One way to preoccupy oneself hiking up Pico Blanco in Monterey County 
is to image the Great Flood nipping at Coyote’s heels. That’s how the local 
Costanoan Indians recalled this 1,145-foot mountain in their account of the 
world’s beginning. First the water swallows the creeks and redwoods in 
the lower canyons, then it covers manzanitas, madrones and poison oak. 
Finally, Coyote is panting and all alone, gazing from this landmark of 
chalky limestone upon a world of waves. 
    Underwater is an island to the west where the dead live forever. On the 
ocean floor are landmarks that a later culture will identify as Point Sur, 
Molera Park, Bixby Creek. Gone are Coyote’s cool lairs, sunning spots, 
thirst-quenching springs and tasty mice. The limestone hump beams in the 
sunlight. From a feather on the waves is born his friend Eagle. The waters 
start to subside; the trees and hillsides shake themselves. Coyote and 
Eagle walk down to a freshly rinsed landscape, where Eagle directs him to 
create human beings. 
    Coyote grabs the first good-looking woman for himself. But Humming 
Bird goes after him. Coyote paws and twists, but not fast enough. He is 
stabbed and dies, but of course Coyote always comes back to life. His 
people need him—to remind them about the wages of too much eating, 
screwing, lazing around and, in dire times, to save them again and again.  

 
     Fifteen miles into the Santa Lucia mountains, in the Church Creek 
drainage, is a sandstone vault where Indians sought shelter. This Cave of 
Hands carbon-14 dating of 3,190 years ago—holds more than 250 hands 
made by some mixed technique of tracing and filling in and resembling a 
huge light box of X-ray negatives. 
 
~ Peter Nabokov, Where the Lightning Strikes 

 



 
 

Hands 
 
Inside a cave in a narrow canyon near Tassajara 
The vault of rock is painted with hands, 
A multitude of hands in the twilight, a cloud of men’s palms, no more, 
No other picture. There’s no one to say 
Whether the brown shy quiet people who are dead intended 
Religion or magic, or made their tracings 
In the idleness of art; but over the division of years these careful 
Signs-manual are now like a sealed message    
Saying: “Look: we also were human; we had hands, not paws. All hail 
You people with the cleverer hands, our supplanters 
In the beautiful country; enjoy her a season, her beauty, and come down 
And be supplanted; for you also are human.” 
 
~ Robinson Jeffers 

 
 
 
The Ohlone subsisted as hunter-gatherers and harvesters. Their staple diet 
consisted of crushed acorns, nuts, grass seeds, and berries. They also hunted 
and trapped. Fish and seafood were important. Animal populations included 
grizzly bear, pronghorn, and deer. Freshwater streams held salmon, perch, and 
stickleback. Ducks, geese, quail, great horned owls, red-shafted flickers, downy 
woodpeckers, goldfinches, and yellow-billed magpies were plentiful. Waterfowl 
were captured with nets and decoys. On the coast, there were also otters and 
whales. Sea lions were so plentiful that they “looked like a pavement” to the 
Spanish.  
 
Along the bays and in valleys, the Ohlone often constructed dome-shaped 
houses of woven or bundled mats of tule rushes, six to twenty feet in diameter, 
attached to a wood frame. There were redwood houses in Monterey. The sweat 
lodge was a main village building. The Ohlone built boats of tule propelled by 
double-bladed paddles. 
 
Sarhentaruc is the area southeast of Carmel stretching south from the Carmel 
Highlands to the Big Sur River. It was exploited between 1776 and 1807 by the 
padres of Carmel Mission. Researchers have alternately attributed the area to 
the Esselen or to the Rumsien, or to both. Evidence suggests that these first 
peoples were living together and intermixing in some fashion in the Big Sur River 
area by the mid-1780s. There is a clear dividing line in archaeological site types 
at the Little Sur River. To the north are large, rich middens characteristic of the 
Rumsien sites in Carmel. In the vicinity of the Big Sur River, middens contain 
cultural materials identified with the Esselen. A large site at the mouth of Palo 



Colorado Canyon resembles Rumsien sites to the north. It is most likely that this 
is the original site of the village of Sarhentaruc. 
 
The most southerly groves of surviving coast redwoods—Sequoia 
sempervirens—stand in Monterey County. These trees are found along the coast 
to extreme southwestern Oregon in a narrow strip approximately 470 miles in 
length and five to forty-seven miles in width. This species includes the tallest 
trees on Earth, reaching up to 379 feet in height (without the roots) and up to 26 
feet in diameter at breast height. Before commercial logging and clearing began 
by the 1850s, redwoods grew in ~2,100,000 acres along the coast within the US. 
An estimated 95% or more of the original old-growth redwood forest has been 
cut. 

 

 

Rumsien Prayer 

 

Mak pirra anna 

 Our Earth Mother 

Lus mak mesh iwesn 

 Dear One, we love you 

Mak rottey kays 

 We are sorry 

Shuururu 

 Thank you, blessings 

 

~ Cari Herthel * 



 

The New World 
 
1492—Columbus enters the Western Hemisphere.  

1510—The first known mention of California is in the popular romance novel Las 
sergas de Esplandián (The Exploits of Esplandian) by Garci Ordóñez de 
Montalvo. The novel—a sequel to Montalvo’s Amadis de Gaula, tales that are the 
Iberian equivalent of the Arthurian romances—is said to have been influential 
among Spanish explorers of the New World. It could have led them to misidentify 
Baja California as this mythical land and to mistake it for an island. 

The novel refers a fabulous island ruled by an Amazon, Queen Calafia:  

Know, that on the right hand of the Indies there is an island called 
California very close to the side of the Terrestrial Paradise; and it is 
peopled by black women, without any man among them, for they 
live in the manner of Amazons.  

California is the name given to land lying north and west of Mexico, thought at 
the time to be an island. There is speculation that the word California may be 
associated with the Medieval Latin, califa, from the Arabic khalifa, "successor," 
originally Abu-Bakr, who succeeded Muhammad. It is possible there is something 
to be associated with the overthrow of the Islamic empire on the Iberian 
Peninsula in 1492. 
 
1519—Magellan circumnavigates the Earth.   
 
1520—Conquistador Hernán Cortés de Monroy y Pizarro, 1st Marquis of the 
Valle de Oaxaca, subdues the Aztec empire of Montezuma. 
 
1521—Cortés conquers Tenochtitlan and establishes the Virreinato de Nueva 
España (Viceroyalty of New Spain). 

 1531— While walking from his village to Mexico City in the early morning of 9 
December (then the Feast of the Immaculate Conception in the Spanish Empire), 
the peasant Juan Diego sees on the slopes of the Hill of Tepeyac a vision of a 
girl, about sixteen years of age, surrounded by light. Speaking to him in Nahuatl, 
the local language, she asks that a church in her honor be built at that site. Juan 
Diego recognizes the girl as the Virgin Mary. Diego tells his story to the Spanish 
Archbishop, Fray Juan de Zumárraga, who instructs him to return to Tepeyac Hill 
and ask her for a miraculous sign to prove her identity. The Virgin tells Juan 
Diego to gather flowers from the top of Tepeyac Hill. Although December is very 
late in the growing season for flowers to bloom, Juan Diego finds Castilian roses, 
not native to Mexico, at the usually barren hilltop. The Virgin arranges the flowers 
in his peasant tilma cloak. When Juan Diego opens the cloak before Bishop 



Zumárraga, the flowers fall to the floor, and in their place the image of the Virgin 
of Guadalupe is miraculously imprinted on the fabric.  
 
The icon, Mexico’s most popular religious and cultural image, is now displayed in 
the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, among the world's most visited Marian 
shrines. The icon bears the title of the Queen of Mexico. In 1999, Pope John 
Paul II proclaims the Virgin Mary Patroness of the Americas. 
 
1533—Fortún Ximénez, a mutineer on an exploring expedition sent by Cortés, 
discovers the southern portion of Baja California. Cortés himself followed up on 
the discovery with an expedition to La Paz and apparently led to the naming 
based on the short-lived assumption that it was a large island. 
 
1539—Cortés sends the navigator Francisco de Ulloa northward along the Gulf 
and Pacific coasts of Baja California. Ulloa reaches the mouth of the Colorado 
River at the head of the Gulf, which seemed to prove the region to be a peninsula 
rather than an island. An expedition under Hernando de Alarcón ascends the 
lower Colorado River and confirms Ulloa’s finding. Maps published in Europe in 
the 16th century, including those by Mercator and Ortelius, correctly show 
California as a peninsula.  
 
Hernando de Soto lands in Florida. 
 
 

 

The Spanish Period, 1540 to 1821 

1540— Hernando de Alarcón is possibly the first European to set foot on 
California soil. 

1541— In pursuit of the legend of El Dorado, Francisco Orellana and Gonzalo 
Pizarro departed from Quito in a famous and disastrous expedition towards the 
Amazon Basin, as a result of which Orellana becomes the first person known to 
navigate the Amazon to its mouth. El Dorado— Spanish for "the golden one”—is 
the name applied to a Muisca tribal chief who anointed himself with gold dust. 
Later El Dorado becomes the name of the legendary Lost City of Gold. 

1542—Fifty years after Columbus, Juan Rodríguez Cabrillo, a Portuguese 
explorer sailing for Spain, in command of the San Salvador and Victoria, sails 
into a harbor that he names the Bahia de San Miguel (later San Diego). Cabrillo 
and his crew are the first Europeans to see the coast of California. Sailing past 
Monterey, he names the area La Bahia de los Pinos (The Bay of Pines). 

De Soto is the first European to see the Mississippi. 
 



1565—The Spanish establish a colony at St. Augustine, Florida. 
 
1579—Midway on the first circumnavigation of the Earth by an Englishman, Sir 
Francis Drake anchors his ship for three weeks near Point Reyes, north of San 
Francisco, and claims the land Nova Albion for Queen Elizabeth. Drake’s voyage 
brings backers a return of 4,700 percent. The Principal Navigations, Voyages, 
Traffiques and Discoveries of the English Nation, a collection of documents 
assembled by Richard Hakluyt, is published in 1582. Reports include those of 
Drake’s visit to California.  

Inexorably the world was to become one market, disintegrating and laying 
waste local and particular cultures. In the centuries ahead European 
powers would virtually divide up the world: the plunder from an eighteenth 
century conquest of Bengal was to finance an Industrial Revolution. Even 
when at last the pendulum swung the other way, those countries menaced 
or subordinated by European commerce would be able to retrieve their 
independence only by some kind of deliberate imitation of Europe. 
Hereabouts then the modern world begins.  

~ Jack Beeching, editor, author of introduction, Hakluyt edition 

No other English voyager returns to the Pacific Coast for two centuries. Hakluyt’s 
reports, among others from the Americas, are likely used as a resource by 
Shakespeare in writing The Tempest. [See 1610] 
 
1585—The first English colonizing expedition to Virginia fails and is brought back 
in distress by Drake. 
 
1588—The English defeat the Spanish Armada, marking the apex of Spanish 
imperial power and the ascendency of British imperial power. 
 
1592—Juan de Fuca claims to have explored the western coast of North America 
and to have found a large opening, east of the “island” of California, possibly 
connected to the Atlantic Ocean—the legendary Northwest Passage.  

1595— Sebastián Rodríguez Cermeño, a Portuguese explorer in command of 
the Spanish galleon San Agustin, observes Monterey Bay. 
 
1598— Juan de Oñate organizes the first Spanish settlement in New Mexico. 
 
1602—In search of possible anchorage for galleons returning from Manila, 
Sebastián Vizcaíno lands in Monterey and claims Alta (Upper) California and the 
Pacific Coast of North America for Spain. Vizcaíno names the bay Monte Rey 
after the Viceroy, Gaspar de Zúñiga Acevedo y Fonseca, 5th Conde (Count) of 
Monterrey, who ordered the expedition. Vizcaíno describes the harbor as 
“sheltered from all winds,” and thus creates “one of the moving factors for a 
century and a half in Spanish expansion to the northwest.” Under a large oak tree 



at the edge of the bay, Vizcaíno and his crew of 200 celebrate mass in honor of 
their safe journey [See 1770]. 

The Spanish camp near San José Creek, site of the Rumsien village of Ichxenta. 
Because the mountains above Carmel Bay remind them of the Holy Land, and 
their voyage has been dedicated to Our Lady of Carmel, the Carmelite friars 
name the location Carmelo, and the river Río Carmelo—the names continuous to 
the present day.  
 
Spanish authority in the area is stable until the middle of the eighteenth century. 
The Spanish do not return for 168 years. In 1769, Monterey will become the 
northernmost center of Spanish imperial power, the high-water mark of Spanish 
expansion in North America, the “end of the world.” 

Antonio de la Ascención, a Carmelite friar who participates in Vizcaíno’s 
explorations of the west coast, is a tireless propagandist in favor of Spanish 
settlement in California, and his later writings referring to the region as an island 
further perpetuates that mythic notion.  
 
1604—An overland expedition led by Juan de Oñate, the founding governor of 
New Mexico descends the Colorado River, and the official report claims that 
participants could see the Gulf of California continuing off to the northwest, 
fueling notions of the Northwest Passage. Subsequently, the “Island of California” 
will reappear on a map by Michiel Colijn of Amsterdam in 1622. (At the time, 
Dutch cartographers lived under Spanish control.) The image becomes the 
standard for later maps throughout the 17th and into the 18th centuries. Earlier 
maps had shown the Gulf terminating in its correct location.  
 
1607—Established by the Virginia Company of London as James Fort, 
Jamestown is the first permanent English settlement in the Americas. Following 
several earlier failed attempts, including the Lost Colony of Roanoke, Jamestown 
serves as the capital of the Colony of Virginia for eighty-three years, from 1616 
until 1699. 
 
1609—Henry Hudson sails past the island of Mannahatta, up the river that will 
carry his name. 
 
1610—As is thought by most scholars, The Tempest is written by Shakespeare 
in 1610–11. [See 1579] 
 
1620—Plymouth Rock is the traditional site of disembarkation of William Bradford 
and the Mayflower Pilgrims who founded Plymouth Colony in 1620. The first 
written reference to the Pilgrims landing on a rock is found 121 years after they 
landed. 
 
1664—New Amsterdam is renamed New York by the English. 
 



1682—René-Robert Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, navigates the length of the 
Mississippi and claims the Mississippi River Valley for France. 
 
1697— Jesuits are granted power to work among the Indians of California, and 
the first Mission is established in Baja. The Jesuit missionary and cartographer 
Eusebio Francisco Kino revives the fact that Baja California is a peninsula. 
However, Juan Mateo Manje, a military companion on several of Kino’s treks, is 
skeptical. European cartographers remain divided on the question. 
 
1718— New Orleans is founded by the French as Nouvelle-Orléans, under the 
direction of Jean-Baptiste Le Moyne de Bienville. 

1741— Vitus Jonassen Bering, a Danish-born navigator in the service of the 
Russian Navy as Витус Ионассен Беринг, Ivan Ivanovich Bering, explores the 
western coast of North America. In response to the territorial ambitions of Tsarist 
Russia and other nations, and to control the colonial holdings of Nueva España, 
the Kingdom of Spain determines to establish a system of missions to convert 
the pagan California Indians to Roman Catholicism. Along with Christian 
teachings, the Indians are required to learn Spanish, to become literate, and to 
develop the vocational skills that will render them productive, tax-paying Spanish 
citizens. 

1767—Resulting from a power conflict, King Charles III orders the Jesuits, who 
had established a chain of fifteen missions in Baja, forcibly expelled and returned 
to the home country. Mission work is continued by Franciscan friars. 

1743—Thomas Jefferson is born at the family home in Virginia. 
 
1769—At San Diego, Gaspar de Portolà i Rovira is the first Spanish governor of 
Alta California, which will remain a Spanish province in the Viceroyalty of New 
Spain until 1822. In San Diego, the founder and padre presidente of Alta 
California missions, Father Junípero Serra, establishes Mission San Diego de 
Alcalá, California’s first church. Serra and Portolà organize the Sacred Expedition 
to establish a Presidio at Monterey and implement the colonial strategy of 
conquest, conversion, and commerce. Traveling by land, Portolà plants a cross 
in Monterey, and returns to San Diego. 

1770—Portolá again sets out overland to Monterey while Serra travels by sea. 
Overshooting his goal, Portolà discovers San Francisco Bay. Returning south, he 
finds that the cross he planted has been decorated “with arrows stuck in the 
ground and sticks with many feathers, which the gentiles had placed there; 
suspended from a pole beside the cross was a string of small fish, all fairly fresh, 
while pieces of meat were deposited at the foot of the cross and a pile of 
mussels.” The Indians tell the padres that at night the cross had become 
luminous, its light reaching far up into the heavens, and they were afraid and 
brought peace offerings to it. 



The expedition with Serra soon arrives, and mass is said under the same oak 
where the liturgy was celebrated by the Vizcaíno expedition in 1595. Nearby, the 
first non-Indian to be buried in Monterey is Alexis Niño, boat caulker, an African-
American Freeman from Acapulco, who died on the voyage. 

The city of Monterey is founded. The Royal Presidio and Chapel, Mission San 
Carlos de Borromeo de Monterey, the city’s first primitive structures, are erected. 
Monterey remains the seat of government, with its garrison of soldiers; however, 
in 1771, Serra moves the mission south to Carmel as a better agricultural, 
political, and “moral” environment for Indian converts. Serra establishes Mission 
San Carlos Borroméo del río Carmelo as headquarters of the California missions, 
and the first library in California is established there.  

The Esselen and Rumsien Indians who live near the Carmel mission are taken in 
and trained as plowmen, shepherds, cattle herders, blacksmiths, and carpenters. 
They make adobe bricks, roof tiles, and tools. The mission still relies on bear 
meat and other supplies brought by ship from Mission San Diego de Alcalá.  

The Spanish find the distance and separation between Mexico and Alta 
California to be overpowering. Monterey is 2,000 miles north of Mexico City, and 
the only connection between governors in Mexico and settlers in Alta California is 
via a long sea voyage against prevailing winds and the California current. 

Ultimately, four presidios are established before the end of the eighteenth 
century, at San Diego, Santa Barbara, Monterey, and San Francisco. Under the 
leadership of Serra, twenty-one missions are founded from San Diego (1769) to 
San Francisco Solano in Sonoma (1821). The El Camino Real, or, the King’s 
Highway, is developed between the missions, each about a day’s journey from 
the previous mission. 
 
1774—Authorized by King Carlos to establish a land route between Sonora, 
Mexico and the west coast, Juan Bautista de Anza Bezerra Nieto departs from 
Tubac, south of present day Tucson. His guide is Sebastián Tarabal, a California 
Indian who had fled to Sonora from Mission San Gabriel Arcángel. The 
expedition confirms that California is not an island. After his return, de Anza is 
ordered by King and Viceroy to lead a group of colonists to Alta California.  

In the period, Spanish and Mexican vaqueros flourish in California and bordering 
territories. The California vaquero or buckaroo is a settled, established worker, 
differing from the cattle-driving cowboys. 
 
1775—Manuel Butrón, a Spanish soldier married to Margarita, an Indian, is the 
first Spanish subject to obtain a parcel of land in California—adjacent to the 
Carmel Mission. 
 
Daniel Boone and his thirty-five axmen cut the Wilderness Trail from Long Island 
in King’s Port, Tennessee through the forests and mountains to Kentucky. The 



trail becomes the Wilderness Road, a conduit for settlers pouring into Kentucky 
and western territories. 
 
1776—Monterey is designated as the capital of Baja and Alta California. The De 
Anza expedition reaches Monterey. Most of the colonists are bound for San 
Francisco, and de Anza continues north to establish the first overland route to 
San Francisco Bay. He locates sites for the Presidio of San Francisco and 
Mission San Francisco de Asís. As he returns to Monterey, he locates the 
original sites for Mission Santa Clara de Asís and the town of San José de 
Guadalupe (San José). 

The Domínguez-Escalante Expedition—Francisco Atanasio Domínguez with 
fellow friar Silvestre Vélez de Escalante, known for his journal, and cartographer 
Don Bernardo Miera y Pacheco—set out to find a land route from Santa Fe, New 
Mexico to Monterey. They are the first Europeans to see the Great Basin through 
much of the Colorado Plateau into Utah. Stopped by the Grand Canyon, they do 
not succeed in their quest and return to Santa Fe by way of Arizona, skirting the 
eastern portion of the canyon and passing through the badlands of western New 
Mexico. They carefully document the “lush, mountainous land filled with game 
and timber, strange ruins of stone cities and villages, and rivers showing signs of 
precious metals.”  
 
1778—Captain James Cook explores the Pacific Coast northward from Oregon. 
In three voyages, Cook sails thousands of miles across largely uncharted areas 
of the globe. He maps lands from New Zealand to Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean in 
greater detail and on a scale not previously achieved. He surveys and names 
features, and records islands and coastlines on European maps for the first time. 
Cook is killed in a fight with Hawaiians during his third voyage in 1779. 
 
1784—Serra dies and is buried at the Carmel Mission. 
 
1786—Commissioned by Louis XVI, Jean Francois de La Perouse commands 
L’Astrolabe and La Boussele, the first foreign vessels to visit the Spanish territory 
of California. La Perouse carefully documents his visit to Mission Carmel. “It is 
difficult today to realize how utterly isolated California was in 1786.” [Margolin] 
 
1791—The first Anglo arrives in Monterey and dies of illness on that day. 

1794—Replacing previous primitive structures, the present sandstone church of 
the Royal Presidio Chapel in Monterey is the first architecturally designed, stone 
structure on the Pacific Coast of North America. An icon for those traveling to 
Spanish California, the church has been in continuous use since 1794.  

1791–1795—Captain George Vancouver spends two months in Monterey where 
he discovers a lifestyle “ill accorded with the ideas we had conceived of the 
sumptuous manner in which the Spaniards live on this side of the globe,” with no 
cause to “indicate the most remote connection with any European or civilized 



nation.” Of the local Indians, he writes “all operations and functions both of body 
and mind appeared to be carried out with a mechanical, lifeless, careless 
indifference.”  Vancouver continues to chart the coasts of Oregon, Washington, 
British Columbia, and Alaska. He also explores the Hawaiian Islands and the 
southwest coast of Australia.  

1794—The Indian population at the Mission Carmel reaches a maximum of 927. 
By 1823 the total dwindles to 381. 
 
1796—The Otter is the first US vessel to enter the port of Monterey. Having been 
supplied with wood and water and ready to sail, the captain asks permission of 
Governor Diego de Borica to land eleven English sailors who had secretly 
boarded his vessel at Botany Bay, Australia. Landing foreigners is a violation of 
Spanish law, and de Borica refuses. That night, however, the captain, forces the 
sailors ashore at pistol point. De Borica puts the men to work as carpenters and 
blacksmiths. 
 
1797—Replacing previous, primitive structures, the existing building of the 
Carmel Mission is dedicated. 
 
1812—The Russians establish a colony at Fort Ross, 150 miles north of 
Monterey. 
 
1818—Attempting to destroy Spain’s presence in California, Argentinean 
revolutionary privateer Hipólito de Bouchard attacks Monterey. After the only 
known land and sea battle fought on the West Coast, Bouchard sacks the town. 
The damage is quickly repaired.  

In the next decade, residents expand outside the Royal Presidio to build homes, 
create streets, and start businesses that establish the present layout of 
Monterey.  
 
 

 

The Mexican period, 1822–1846 
 
1822—Mexico wins independence from Spain. For twenty-five years, Monterey is 
the provincial capital of a federal territory of Mexico. Americans begin moving into 
the Mexican province of Texas and into Monterey. Spain had not allowed 
foreigners to trade with California, but Mexico opens the area to international 
commerce, and Monterey becomes California’s port of entry. The hide and tallow 
traffic sustained by British and Americans becomes basic to the economy. 
Shipped to New England, hides are used to make saddles, harnesses, shoes, 
and other leather goods. Tallow is melted down in large rendering pots and 
poured into bladders, made of hides, and delivered to the waiting ships. The 



tallow is ultimately converted into candles or soap. Monterey is, as it has always 
been, primarily a seaport.  
 
1826—Fur trader Jedediah Smith travels from Utah across the Mojave Desert to 
San Gabriel, the first European to enter California by traveling overland from the 
east.  
 
1827—Encompassing an earlier structure, the Custom House is enlarged to 
accommodate expanding commerce. The open trade policy of Mexico makes 
Monterey a cosmopolitan pueblo, including the Americans who the Californios 
refer to as Yanquis. Many newcomers married into Californio families and 
became Mexican citizens. The original Custom House is replaced by the present 
larger structure in 1841. The Custom House is California's first registered State 
Historic Landmark and is the oldest public building on the west coast. 

1833—Acquiring lands surrounding the Carmel Mission, John Martin, a Scottish 
immigrant, names his holding the Mission Ranch.  
 
1834—Mexico takes lands away from the church and secularizes the California 
missions as the mission system collapses. At Mission Carmel, 357 Indians are 
buried under the dirt floor. 

American author Richard Henry Dana, Jr., begins a two-year sea voyage. Dana 
will publish his book Two Years Before the Mast in 1840. The book describes 
landings at each of the ports up and down the California coast including the 
Presidio of Monterey. 
 
1835—Merchant Thomas O. Larkin, who had moved from New England to 
Monterey, builds Larkin House (still standing), modifying the Spanish-colonial 
style to create the Monterey style of architecture—involving two stories, porches, 
a hip roof, and adobe walls. 
 
1836— The Battle of the Alamo is a pivotal event in the Texas Revolution. 
Following a thirteen-day siege, Mexican troops under President General Antonio 
López de Santa Anna launch an assault on the Alamo Mission near San Antonio 
de Béxar. All but two of the Texian defenders are killed. Santa Anna's perceived 
cruelty during the battle inspired many Texians—both Texas settlers and 
adventurers from the US—to join the Texian Army. Buoyed by a desire for 
revenge, the Texians defeat the Mexican Army at the Battle of San Jacinto, 
ending the revolution. 

1841—The first American wagon train arrives in California. 
 
1842—The US establishes a consulate in Monterey. Thomas Larkin is appointed 
the first and only American Consul to California.  



1844—John C. Frémont crosses the Sierra Nevada into California. 
 
1845—Newspaperman John L. O’Sullivan coins the term “Manifest Destiny.” 
Although the war with Mexico expedited this conquest, California is not 
considered a prize of war. Justification for the conquest had more to do with US 
fervor for westward expansion. President James K. Polk ignites passions when 
he proclaims at his inauguration that it is his “duty to assert and maintain by all 
constitutional means the right of the United States to that portion of our territory 
which lies beyond the Rocky Mountains.” 

President Polk later elaborates to Congress his interpretation of the 1823 Monroe 
Doctrine in light of the 1845 declaration of Manifest Destiny: “No further 
European colony or dominion shall without our consent be planted or established 
on any part of the North American continent.” This also reflects American 
concerns about the threat from other nations, particularly England. 
 
 

 

The American period, 1846— 
 
Some contemporary scholars have described Monterey as “America’s 14th 
colony.” 

1846—The US declares war on Mexico. President Polk places General Stephen 
Kearny in command of the Army of the West, with instructions to conquer New 
Mexico and California. John C. Frémont arrives in Monterey to talk with the 
American consul, Thomas Larkin, and Mexican major-domo José Castro. Later, 
Frémont, leads a military expedition of 300 men to capture Santa Barbara and 
then sign the Treaty of Cahuenga, which terminates the Mexican-American war 
in Alta California. On July 5, Americans in California declare themselves 
independent—the Bear Flag Republic—and name Frémont head of affairs.  

The US Pacific squadron commanded by Commodore John Drake Sloat arrives 
in Monterey Bay. On July 7, 250 armed officers, seamen, and marines board 
launches of the Fleet’s Savannah, Levant, and Cyane, and without a shot being 
fired in anger in either direction, march to the Custom House and raise the 
American flag to a thunderous 21-gun salute from the flagship Savannah. Sloat 
thus establishes the US claim on 600,000 square miles, the territories of the 
American southwest.  

Sloat’s proclamation is read in English and Spanish to a gathering of the town’s 
Mexican government and military personnel, Mexican citizens and foreigners, 
including American, English, French, and other immigrants. Sloat declared that 
Monterey and all of California was “… henceforward a portion of the United 



States,” and that the “peaceful inhabitants will enjoy the same rights and 
privileges as the citizens of any other portion of the Nation.”  

Thus fulfilled is the American quest for Manifest Destiny from sea to shining sea. 
 
1847—California is briefly an unorganized territory of the US until statehood is 
approved by Congress. Commodore Stockton appoints Frémont military 
governor of California. Arriving in Monterey, Frémont assumes the office. 
General Kearny, who outranks Frémont, has orders from President Polk to serve 
as military governor. He asks Frémont to give up the governorship, which he 
refuses to do—then relents. Kearny proceeds to establish headquarters for the 
military government of California.  
 
Lieutenant William Tecumseh Sherman arrives in Monterey two days before the 
settlement at Yerba Buena is renamed San Francisco. The American occupation 
lasts until 1848. Sherman is placed in charge of constructing a fort on the site of 
today's Presidio. Among Sherman’s fellow lieutenants is Edward Ord [See 1917]. 
In a letter to his brother, Sherman writes:  

My Dear Brother: We are here perfectly banished. Occasionally a 
vessel comes up from the Sandwich Islands and other parts in the 
Pacific, but now that the first excitement has worn off, California is 
fast settling into its original and deserved obscurity. 

1848—Ending the Mexican-American War, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hildalgo 
adds 1.2 million square miles of territory to the United States. Mexico's size is 
halved, while that of US increased by a third. The Mexican Session includes 
California, Nevada, Utah, most of Arizona, parts of New Mexico, Colorado, and 
Wyoming, and recognizes the annexation of Texas.  
 
James Marshall discovers gold near Sacramento. W. T. Sherman and Col. 
Richard Mason, military governor of California, travel there to confirm for 
President Polk the discovery of gold at Sutter Creek, thus triggering the Gold 
Rush. Many of the males of Monterey flee to the Gold Country.  

Jack Swan opens California’s first theater in Monterey. 

William Brainard Post, an 18-year-old Connecticut Yankee, steps off a ship in 
Monterey. Post hunts grizzly bear and deer before starting the first grain 
warehouse in Moss Landing and the first butcher shop in Castroville. In 1850, 
Post marries Anselma Onesimo, of Ohlone descent, with whom he has five 
children. Taking out a claim on 160 acres of land in Big Sur, the Posts are among 
the region's first homesteaders. With the help of his sons, he builds a red New 
England-style house, a registered historical landmark, that still stands on 
Highway 1 at the entrances to Post Ranch Inn and Ventana Inn. The Post Ranch 
eventually expands to 1,500 acres. 
 



1849—California’s military governor calls for a constitutional convention to be 
held in Monterey’s Colton Hall—the first public building constructed in California 
in the American period. Delegates from ten districts arrive in Monterey to debate 
and write California’s first constitution in Spanish and English. A key issue is 
drawing the eastern boundary, which some argue should be the Rocky 
Mountains before settling on the Sierra Nevada. 
 
1850— The California Constitution is ratified and sent to Congress. Congress 
admits California as the thirty-first state of the Union. San José is chosen as the 
seat for the first Legislature. (The official definition of a state capital is where the 
Legislature sits; therefore, technically, Monterey was never the state capital.) The 
center of power quickly shifts northward to the Mother Lode, and the permanent 
capital is established in Sacramento.  

Monterey County is established as one of the twenty-seven original counties of 
California. The county encompasses 3,322 square miles, an area roughly 1.5 
times larger than the state of Delaware.  

The political importance of Monterey declines. Nonetheless, other firsts in 
Monterey include the first publicly funded school, first public library, and first 
newspaper in California.  

1850s—The land that will eventually become Carmel-by-the Sea is purchased by 
French businessman Honore Escolle. Escolle is well known and prosperous in 
the City of Monterey, owning the first commercial bakery, pottery kiln, and 
brickworks in Central California.  

1853—Salmon bring the Chinese fisherman who settle in China Cove at Point 
Lobos in the 1850s. Cabrillo Point, now the site of Hopkins Marine Station, south 
of Cannery Row, becomes known as China Point with stilted shanties and 
tethered, flat-bottomed fishing boats. By 1853, about 600 Chinese fishermen are 
trolling bay waters. Drawn by the large population of humpback and gray whales, 
Portuguese whalers also arrive. 

1854—The Salinas post office opens. In 1856, a traveler's inn called the Halfway 
House is built at the intersection of two stage coach routes and a settlement is 
established up there. The streets of Salinas are laid out in 1867, and the town is 
incorporated in 1874. The word salinas is Spanish for salt marsh. The city is now 
the county seat and largest municipality of Monterey County. 

1855—Point Pinos Lighthouse is built. It is now the oldest continuously operating 
lighthouse on the West Coast. 
 
1869—On Promontory Summit in Utah, locomotives of the Union Pacific and 
Central Pacific railroads are drawn up face-to-face separated only by the width of 
a single tie. Three spikes are driven, one gold, one silver, and one a mix of gold, 
silver, and iron, to complete the Transcontinental Railroad. The extension of a 



spur of the Central Pacific Railroad will bring about the emergence of modern 
Monterey [See 1880] 

1875—Pacific Grove is founded by a group of Methodists, modeling the town 
after Ocean Grove, New Jersey. In 1879, the initial meeting of the Pacific Coast 
branch of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle, modeled after the 
Methodist Sunday school teachers’ training camp at Lake Chautauqua, New 
York. Pacific Grove is said to have more Victorian houses per capita than 
anywhere else in America. The city is also known for the annual migration of 
Monarch butterflies.  

1876—Saint James Episcopal Church is founded as the first non-Roman 
Catholic church in Monterey. 
 
1879—Following his journey from England and from New York City by train, 
Robert Louis Stevenson, age 29, arrives in Monterey—near death, his health 
broken by his journey. Stevenson recounts his travels in his books The Amateur 
Emigrant and Across the Plains, which includes a Monterey chapter titled “Old 
Pacific Capital.” Stevenson refers to Monterey as “a mere bankrupt village…. 
There was no activity but in and around the saloons, where people sat almost all 
day long playing cards.” Stevenson notes the center of the Chinese fishing 
industry that Monterey has become in the 1870s: 

The boats that ride in the haven are of strange and outlandish 
design; and, if you walk into the hamlet you will behold costumes 
and faces that are unfamiliar to the memory. The joss-stick 
(incense) burns, the opium pipe is smoked; the floors are strewn 
with strips of colored paper—prayers, you would say that somehow 
missed their destination—and a man guiding his upright pencil from 
right to left across the sheet, writes home the news of Monterey to 
the Celestial Empire.  

 
After local ranchers nurse him back to health, Stevenson set off to join the 
American Fanny Van de Grift Osbourne, whom he met in France and who had 
returned to San Francisco. After recovering, Stevenson continues to San 
Francisco, and he and Fanny are married in 1880. They spend a summer 
honeymoon at an abandoned mining camp on Mount Saint Helena. Point Lobos 
is reputed as the inspiration for Stevenson’s novel Treasure Island, originally 
serialized in the children's magazine Young Folks, between 1881 and 1882.  

1880—The Hotel Del Monte opens as a resort destination for Central Pacific 
Railroad travelers. Charles Crocker christens the hotel “the most elegant seaside 
attraction in the world.” Robert Louis Stevenson describes Crocker and his “Big 
Four” associates, including Leland Stanford, Sr., as “millionaire vulgarians of the 
big Bonanza.”  
 
1889—East Monterey, later to be Seaside, is laid out by Dr. J.L.D. Roberts. 



Point Sur Lighthouse is established; still in operation. 
 
1890s—Monterey’s European population, particularly of Italian fishermen, 
explodes. Immigrants from the fishing towns of western Sicily introduce the 
lampara net (lampo, “lightening”) of strong construction allowing a fast haul. The 
round-haul net revolutionizes the fishing and canning industry that leads to the 
designation of Monterey as “The Sardine Capital of the World.” Japanese 
immigrants advance the harvesting of abalone. Abalones had been fetched 
previously by very dangerous free diving. The Japanese hard-helmet divers bring 
new techniques along with their insulated suits. The Japanese become a major 
force a major force in the economic life of Cannery Row, as they launch 
successful cutting, abalone canning, and salmon and sardine fishing operations.  

1897—Serving the hotel, the Old Del Monte golf course opens as the first golf 
course west of the Mississippi River. It is still open. 

1900— No full-blooded Rumsien-Esselen Indian will be born in the 20th century. 

The Chinese in Monterey continue to produce dried fish, abalone meats, and 
shark fins. Large, ocean-going junks with massive lanteen sails anchor off China 
Point, unload goods for local Chinese, then load their holds with dried squid 
bound for Canton. The Joss House is the most dominant and substantial 
structure on China Point. Competition between Chinese and emigrating 
European fishermen leads to the growth of the squid market. The Italians 
dominate. Newspapers and citizens sided with the non-Chinese, and some called 
for removal of the China Point settlement. In 1906, a catastrophic fire of 
suspicious origin sweeps through the Chinese quarter destroying virtually every 
structure except the Joss House. Regulations are quickly established prohibiting 
rebuilding, and Chinese fishing never fully recovers. In the late 1920s the Joss 
House is moved to a narrow hillside lot on Wave Street beside the famous 
Palace Flophouse of Steinbeck’s Cannery Row. When the sardine factories are 
later established, many early workers are skilled descendants of the original 
Chinese. 

1902—John Steinbeck is born in Salinas. 

Carmel-by-the-Sea is founded in the area north of the Mission Ranch, Rancho 
Las Manzanitas, and will be incorporated in 1916. 

1905—The Carmel Arts and Crafts Club is formed to support and produce artistic 
works. George Sterling, first poet laureate of San Francisco and King of 
Bohemia, a founder of San Francisco’s Bohemian Club, arrives in Carmel. 
Carousing with artists and industrialists alike at the Bohemian Grove, Sterling 
writes:  

Any good mixer of convivial habits considers he has a right to be 
called a Bohemian. But that is not a valid claim. There are two 



elements, at least, that are essential to Bohemianism. The first is 
devotion or addiction to one or more of the Seven Arts; the other is 
poverty. Other factors suggest themselves: for instance, I like to 
think of my Bohemians as young, as radical in their outlook on art 
and life; as unconventional, and, though this is debatable, as 
dwellers in a city large enough to have the somewhat cruel 
atmosphere of all great cities. 

After visiting the club in 1882, Oscar Wilde reportedly says, "I never saw so many 
well-dressed, well-fed, business-looking Bohemians in my life." 

1906—Fleeing the San Francisco Earthquake, various artists and Bohemians 
arrive to join the community of artists and artists’ colony in Carmel, drawn to the 
art gallery, coordinated by painter Xavier Martinez at the Hotel Del Monte. 
Authors associated with the area in the early era are Mary Austin, Jack London, 
Ambrose Bierce, Upton Sinclair, Lincoln Steffens, and Sinclair Lewis. 

1910—The Forest Theater, first outdoor theater west of the Mississippi, opens in 
Carmel, and is still operating. 
 
1913—Asilomar Conference Grounds is a conference center built for the YWCA 
in Pacific Grove. Julia Morgan, architect of the Hearst Castle in San Simeon, 
designs sixteen buildings.  
 
Jack London publishes Valley of the Moon, described as the "road novel fifty 
years before Kerouac" and includes descriptions of London’s adventures in 
Carmel. 

Robinson and Una Jeffers arrive in Carmel. Their relationship (developing when 
she was already married to a prominent attorney) has been a scandal on the 
front page of the Los Angeles Times. During the course of the First World War, 
Jeffers builds Tor House and the Hawk Tower. Eventually, guests at Tor House 
include Edgar Lee Masters (a Jeffers admirer), Sinclair Lewis, Edna St. Vincent 
Millay, Langston Hughes, Charles Lindbergh, George Gershwin, Charlie Chaplin, 
and Dame Judith Anderson. Tony and Mabel Dodge Luhan are guests; it is she 
who brought Willa Cather, Thornton Wilder, Thomas Wolfe, Georgia O’Keeffe, 
Ansel Adams, and Jeffers to Taos. [See 1932] 
 
“The voice of Robinson Jeffers endures. For contemplating the American Dream 
and the saga of Western Civilization at the close of the Modern Age, there is no 
more significant literary site on the planet.” ~J.D., The Enduring Voice, A Tor 
House Journal (1987) 
 
1914—The Del Monte Hotel is purchased by S. F. B. Morse (grandnephew of the 
telegrapher) who develops the hotel and beachfront properties as a showplace 
and sports empire where the rich and famous could play golf, polo, tennis, and 
go swimming, yachting, and deep sea fishing. Guests through the years include 



General William Tecumseh Sherman, Presidents McKinley, Hayes, and Harrison 
and Teddy Roosevelt, George Eastman, Charles Lindbergh, Jean Harlow, Clark 
Gable, and Carole Lombard. The original 17-mile Drive originates at the hotel 
and circuits Pebble Beach where a lodge of the hotel is later established. 
 
Valley of the Moon is the first movie shot at Point Lobos. 
 
1915—John Peabody Harrington becomes a permanent field ethnologist for the 
Smithsonian Museum’s Bureau of American Ethnology. He holds this position for 
forty years, collecting and compiling several massive caches of raw data on 
native peoples, including the Chumash, Mutsun, Rumsien, Chochenyo, Kiowa, 
Chimariko, Yokuts, Gabrielino, Salinan, Yuma, and Mojave. His field collections 
include information on place names and thousands of photographs. Harrington is 
virtually the only recorder of some languages, such as Obispeño (Northern) 
Chumash, Kitanemuk, and Serrano. He gathers more than one million pages of 
phonetic notations on more than ninety different languages spoken by tribes from 
Alaska to South America. When the technology becomes available, he gathers 
some of the first recordings of native languages, rituals, and songs of several 
different languages. Harrington’s most extensive work is on the languages and 
cultures of California. For many languages now no longer spoken, these field 
notes are the only record of their nature. 
 
1917—Land north of the city of Monterey is purchased for use as an artillery 
training field for the Army. Redesignated as Fort Ord [See 1847] in 1940, the post 
serves as a major location for basic training in the 1950s, 60s, and 70s, reaching 
its heyday during the Vietnam War and at one time having 50,000 troops. In all, 
more that 1.5 million men and women received basic training at Fort Ord. In 
1994, Fort Ord was closed. [See 1995] Among those trained at Fort Ord were 
Clint Eastwood and Jerry Garcia. 
 
1918—Members of the United Lodge of Theosophists, headquartered in 
Pasadena, establish a large, redwood retreat house on a hillside with a view of 
Monterey. The building is now known as McGowan House. 
 
1926—Known as Sister Aimee, Aimee Semple McPherson has a notorious 
escapade with her radio engineer at a cabin in Carmel-by-the-Sea. McPherson is 
an evangelist and media celebrity, founder of the Foursquare Church, and a 
pioneer in the use of modern media, especially radio, incorporating other forms of 
entertainment into her weekly sermon performances at Angelus Temple in Los 
Angeles. Sinclair Lewis uses McPherson's story to write his novel Elmer Gantry, 
published in 1927 and made into a film in 1960. 

1930s—In the early 1930s, Helmuth Deetjen, hiding out from authorities in his 
native Norway, arrives in Big Sur. Purchasing a site in Castro Canyon, he 
constructs a redwood barn with material salvaged from Cannery Row in 
Monterey. That barn is the still the heart of Deetjen’s Big Sur Inn, just south of 
Nepenthe and the Henry Miller Library. Deetjen’s becomes a hot spot for Old 



Hollywood. Producers seek the secluded spot for trysts, writers for inspiration, 
and glamorous movie stars for its privacy. Legend has it that Garbo makes a few 
visits to Grandpa’s workshop.  
 
1931—Joseph Campbell lives in Carmel and becomes close friends with the 
young John Steinbeck and his wife Carol. Campbell also lives for a while next 
door to Ed Ricketts and accompanies him on a journey to the Canadian Inside 
Passage. Campbell sees patterns that parallel his own thinking in one of Ricketts’ 
unpublished essays. Like Steinbeck, Campbell starts a novel based on Ricketts, 
but unlike Steinbeck, he does not finish. Much influenced by Jeffers’ poetry, 
Campbell refers to his Monterey/Carmel days as a time when everything in his 
life was taking shape.  
 
1932—Robinson Jeffers is on the cover of Time magazine. 
 
The first exhibition of Group f/64 photographers opens at the De Young Museum 
in San Francisco. The group includes Ansel Adams, Imogen Cunningham, 
Edward Weston, and others. The work of these and other photographers, 
including Brett Weston and Wynn Bullock, who live in the area establish 
Monterey, as "the cradle of modern American photography." 
 
1933—Point Lobos State Reserve is established near the Rumsien settlement of 
Ichxenta, adjacent to San José Creek [See 1602]. 

1934—The film version of Treasure Island, starring Wallace Beery, Lionel 
Barrymore, and Jackie Cooper, is filmed at Point Lobos.  
 
1935—At age 89, Isabel Meadows, a descendant of local Mission Indians, at age 
89, travels to Washington, D.C., to provide John Peabody Harrington [See 1915] 
with a wealth of information and to record the languages of local Indians. She 
dies while there. 
 
Dene Denny and Hazel Watrous found the Carmel Bach Festival in Carmel-by-
the-Sea, continuing into its 74th Season in 2012. 
 
1937—After eighteen years of construction, the paved, two-lane, Carmel-San 
Simeon Highway, or Roosevelt Highway, is completed. Later extended, the 
highway is renamed California Highway 1 or the Pacific Coast Highway. The Big 
Sur section from Carmel to San Luis Obispo is now an official National Scenic 
Byway. The Golden Gate Bridge opens. 
 
1940—Alfred Hitchcock establishes his mountaintop estate, Heart of the 
Mountain, in Scotts Valley's, near Santa Cruz. 
 
1942—The Del Monte Hotel is taken over by the US Navy as a flight school and 
will eventually become the Naval Postgraduate School, the graduate extension of 
the Naval Academy in Annapolis and a major naval installation. 



 
1944—Having achieved an underground reputation with Tropic of Cancer (1934) 
and Tropic of Capricorn (1938), both banned in the US for obscenity, Henry Miller 
returns to the US and settles in Big Sur. 
 
Elizabeth Taylor becomes a star at age twelve with the release of National 
Velvet, filmed in Pebble Beach. The film costars Mickey Rooney and Angela 
Lansbury. The film led to a long-term contract with MGM. Taylor later calls it “the 
most exciting film” she ever made.  
 
1946—The Defense Language Institute traces its roots to the eve of the US entry 
into World War II, when the Army established a secret school at the Presidio of 
San Francisco to teach Japanese. During the war, the Military Intelligence 
Service Language School, as it comes to be called, grows dramatically. When 
Japanese-Americans are moved into internment camps in 1942, the school 
moves to temporary quarters in Minnesota. In 1946 the school moves to the 
Presidio of Monterey, is renamed the Army Language School, and expands 
rapidly during the Cold War. Instructors, including native speakers of more than 
thirty languages and dialects, are recruited from all over the world. Russian 
becomes the largest language program, followed by Chinese, Korean, and 
German. 
 
1947—Bing Crosby locates his National Pro-Am golf tournament in Pebble 
Beach.  
 
Dame Judith Anderson stars in Jeffers’ adaptation of Euripides’ Medea on 
Broadway. Jeffers and Una attended the opening. Medea runs for 214 
performances. However, Jeffers’ play Dear Judas is banned as anti-Christian in 
Boston. In 1948, Jeffers’ popularity plummets with publication of his book The 
Double Axe, which includes a preface by Bennett Cerf stating that Jeffers’ views 
(that Hitler, Stalin, Churchill, and Roosevelt were of the same ilk) are not those of 
Random House.  
 
Nepenthe is built in Big Sur by Lolly and Bill Fassett. The story is that Rita 
Hayworth and Orson Welles sold, without ever visiting, the hunting cabin that is 
still the nucleus of the structure.  
 
1950—Jeffers’ Tower Beyond Tragedy opens in New York.  
 
On his first US tour, having performed in Los Angeles (and, in the company of 
Christopher Isherwood, having shown up at Charlie Chaplin’s front door), Dylan 
Thomas makes his way to San Francisco. He was then directed to travel back 
down the coast to Carmel where he meets Robinson Jeffers in Carmel Valley at 
the home of Noel Sullivan, a patron of the arts. Sullivan also hosts an extended 
visit by Langston Hughes. 
 



1950s—Salvador Dali has a stay at Santa Catalina School in Monterey. 
 
1952—Steinbeck opens his novel East of Eden… 
 

The Salinas valley is in Northern California. It is a long narrow 
swale between two ranges of mountains, and the Salinas River 
winds and twists up the center until it falls at last into Monterey Bay. 

 
Steinbeck has achieved great success, with major Hollywood films made of 
several of his novels and successful theatrical versions of his works staged in 
New York.  
 
1955—Land on the eastern side of Fort Ord is used to create the Laguna Seca 
Raceway, replacing Pebble Beach road racing. James Dean is killed in a head-
on collision in the small village of Chalome, on the way to Laguna Seca, in the 
same year the films Rebel Without a Cause and East of Eden are released. 
 
The Monterey Institute of Foreign Studies is founded as a graduate school to 
promote international understanding through the study of language and culture. 
MIFS becomes The Monterey Institute of International Studies. In 2005, the 
Institute affiliates with—and in 2010 becomes a graduate school of—Middlebury 
College.  
 
1957—Henry Miller’s Big Sur and the Oranges of Hieronymous Bosch is 
published. 
 
1958—The Monterey Jazz Festival debuts on the Monterey County Fairgrounds, 
and is now the longest continuously running annual jazz event in the world. 
“When Billie Holiday arrived at the Monterey grounds, Lady Day relaxed in the 
doorway of her dressing room wearing her fur coat and holding a tiny dog, and 
sighed, ‘It’s sure beautiful here.’” Most jazz greats have performed here.  
 
A Camaldolese Benedictine hermitage opens in the Santa Lucia Mountains 
opens in Big Sur. The monastery is later associated with author Br. David 
Steindl-Rast. 
 
1962— Steinbeck wins the Nobel Prize in Literature "for his realistic and 
imaginative writings, combining as they do sympathetic humour and keen social 
perception.” 
 
Having written about Big Sur in On the Road, Jack Kerouac publishes Big Sur— 
considered by some to be his finest work—recounting brief sojourns to a cabin in 
Bixby Canyon owned by his friend Lawrence Ferlinghetti. The novel ends with 
the lead character’s nervous breakdown on a third journey to Big Sur. An 
addendum contains Kerouac's poem "Sea: Sounds of the Pacific Ocean at Big 
Sur."  



On the site of the Big Sur Hot Springs, Michael Murphy and Richard Price found 
the Esalen Institute. Teachers will include Alan Watts, Fritz Perls, Terrence 
McKenna, Timonthy Leary, Ansel Adams, Gregory Bateson, Robert Bly, Joan 
Baez, Paul Horn, Deepak Chopra, Joseph Campbell, Ray Bradbury, Rollo May, 
and Stanislav Grof, among others.  
 
1963—Joan Baez and Bob Dylan, along with Mimi Baez Fariña and her husband 
Richard Fariña, reside in Carmel Highlands and then Carmel Valley. She 
introduces the unknown Dylan to a disapproving crowd at the Monterey Folk 
Festival at the Monterey Fairgrounds. Later at the March on Washington they 
perform at the Lincoln Memorial before Dr. Martin Luther King makes his “I Have 
A Dream” speech. From 1964 to 1971, the Big Sur Folk Festival is held annually 
at Esalen, with Baez, Mimi Fariña, Joni Mitchell, and Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young frequently performing. Celebration at Big Sur is a documentary film of the 
1969 Big Sur festival. In 1965, Baez forms The Institute for the Study of 
Nonviolence in Carmel Valley. In 1966, after launching his novel Been Down So 
Long It Looks Like Up To Me at The Thunderbird bookstore, Richard Fariña dies 
in a high-speed motorcycle crash on Carmel Valley Road. 

1965—The Sandpiper starring Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton, directed by 
Vincente Minnelli, is filmed in Big Sur and at Nepenthe. The sculptor Edmund 
Kara is commissioned to create a sculpture of the nude Taylor, which is featured 
in the film. Kara is sculptor of the famous Phoenix on the patio at Nepenthe.  

1966—Mountain property surrounding the Tassajara Hot Springs in the Ventana 
Wilderness is purchased by the San Francisco Zen Center. It becomes the 
Tassajara Zen Mountain Center, or Zenshinji (Zen Mind Temple), the first Zen 
monastery outside of Asia. Edward Espé Brown writes the famous Tassajara 
Bread Book in 1970. 

1967—Modeled after the jazz festival, the Monterey Pop Festival, the world’s first 
rock festival, is held at the Fairgrounds in 1967. D. A. Pennebaker films the 
event. The bill includes The Mamas and The Papas, Canned Heat, Big Brother & 
The Holding Company with Janis Joplin, Jefferson Airplane, The Jimi Hendrix 
Experience, The Who, The Byrds, Country Joe and The Fish, Lou Rawls, Otis 
Redding, Booker T. and The MGs, Ravi Shankar, The Grateful Dead, Steve 
Miller Band, Paul Butterfield Blues Band, Electric Flag, Hugh Masakela, Buffalo 
Springfield, Johnny Rivers, Quicksilver Messenger Service, Eric Burdon & The 
Animals, Moby Grape, Simon and Garfunkel, Al Kooper, and The Blues Project.  

Jimi Hendrix, Janis Joplin, and others relax on the patio at Nepenthe after 
performing. Earlier lore of Nepenthe includes singing by Percy Sledge and 
Dionne Warwick, poetry spoken by Langston Hughes and Stephen Spender; 
sightings of a young Steve McQueen prior to achieving fame. Years later, Edwin 
“Buzz” Aldrin states “I’ve never seen the moon look more beautiful than it is now, 
and I’ve walked on the moon.” 



1971—Clint Eastwood directs and stars in Play Misty for Me, set in Carmel. 

1984—The Monterey Bay Aquarium opens.  

The TED (Technology, Entertainment and Design) conference convenes in 
Monterey with demos of the newly released Macintosh computer and Sony 
compact disc, while mathematician Benoit Mandelbrot demonstrated how to map 
coastlines with his newly discovered fractals. TED was held regularly in Monterey 
until 2010. 
 
1986—Clint Eastwood is elected mayor of Carmel-by-the-Sea, one term, to 1988. 

The Big Sur International Marathon is established. 

1995—With the conversion of Fort Ord to civilian purposes, California State 
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB) is established, with President Clinton 
attending the dedication ceremony. 
 
1997—John Denver is killed when his experimental aircraft crashes into the 
ocean near Point Pinos in Pacific Grove. Denver had been making a series of 
touch-and-go landings at Monterey Peninsula Airport. 

 
Other notoriety 
 
Famous authors who have lived, worked, or spent quality time in this region 
include Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Doris Gates, Beverly Cleary, Anais Nin, and 
Hunter S. Thompson. Richard Brautigan’s A Confederate General from Big Sur 
was published at the apex of his career in 1964. Pulitzer-prize winning author 
Jane Smiley (novelist) and Newbery-prize winning author Paul Fleischman 
(children’s books) live in this area now.  
 
In the world of cinema, Jean Arthur was a long-term resident of Carmel. Kim 
Novak lived here for many years. Other local residents include Doris Day, Betty 
White, and Brad Pitt. Fashion designer/philanthropist Rachel Roy was born in 
Monterey and raised in Seaside. Sports figures, not only golfers, have homes 
here, including Reggie Jackson and John Madden. Herman Edwards former 
head coach of the Kansas City Chiefs and New York Jets and Ron Rivera, coach 
of the Carolina Panthers, are Monterey natives. 
 
Al Jardine of the Beach Boys and Ted Turner, founder of CNN and TNT, have 
Big Sur residences. Merv Griffin was a long-time resident, and Alan Funt had a 
ranch here. Julia Childs had a long association with the area. 
 
General “Vinegar Joe” Stillwell, General James H. “Jimmy” Doolittle, and 
astronaut Alan Shepard lived their final years here.  Leon Panetta, for many 



years our local US Representative, served as Chief of Staff to President Clinton, 
then director of the CIA, and now is Secretary of Defense for President Obama. 
 
Steve Fossett was a resident of Carmel Meadows at the time of his death. 
Fossett is known for many world records including five nonstop 
circumnavigations of the Earth: as solo balloonist (first), as sailor, and as solo 
flight fixed-wing aircraft pilot. 
 
Many other famous folk are linked with this area, often preserving a low profile. 
 
 

 
Current statistics 
 
The US Census [2011] estimates the population of Monterey County to be 
421,898 (California population is 37,691,912). The racial makeup of Monterey 
County was 55.6% White, 3.1% African American, 1.3% Native American, 6.1% 
Asian, 0.5% Pacific Islander, 28.3% from other races, and 5.1% from two or more 
races. Hispanic or Latino of any race were 55.4%, and 50.2% of the Monterey 
County population is Mexican. 

Monterey County is comprised of two distinct sub-regions: the Monterey 
Peninsula, and the Salinas River Valley. Salinas is the county's government 
center and largest city, a regional trade center for California's central counties. 
The Salinas Valley is the geographical center of the County, running almost the 
entire length of the County, and is one of the nation's major vegetable-producing 
areas. The 170-mile long Salinas River, the third longest in California, and its 
aquifer serve as a water supply for agriculture and other industries as well as 
municipalities.  

Agriculture is the largest economic force in the county with crop values in 2010 
exceeding $4 billion for the second consecutive year. Tourism is the other 
economic base (eight million visitors annually). Almost 70% of the businesses in 
Monterey County employ fewer than ten workers. The government employs 18% 
of the county's workforce. Other significant sectors of Monterey's economy 
include trade, transportation, and utilities that account for 16% of all employment 
in the county. Workers in the leisure and hospitality sector, including arts, 
recreation, entertainment, accommodations and food service, make up 12% of 
the workforce. 

The military maintains a presence with the Naval Postgraduate School and the 
Presidio of Monterey, home of the Defense Language Institute. The Naval 
Postgraduate School offers advance classroom training for Naval officers. The 
Fleet Numerical Meteorology and Oceanography Center, operated by the Navy, 
is one of the world's leading numerical weather prediction centers. The Defense 
Language Institute provides language instruction for agents of the FBI, Drug 
Enforcement Administration, and Border Patrol.  



The median home cost in Monterey is $662,800. Monterey County is ranked 
among America's ten most expensive counties. Compared to the rest of the 
country, Monterey's cost of living is 86.10% higher than the US average.  

The crime rate in Salinas is considerably higher than the national average across 
all communities in America from the largest to the smallest. Relative to California, 
Salinas has a crime rate that is higher than 84% of the state's cities and towns of 
all sizes. However, compared to other communities of similar population size, 
Salinas has a crime rate that is noticeably lower than the average. This means 
that for comparably sized cities all across America, Salinas is actually safer than 
most. Based on the number of gang-related crimes, Salinas has one of the 
higher murder rates in the nation compared with cities and towns of all sizes. 

Monterey County is considered to be a strongly Democratic county. The county 
voted for Al Gore in 2000, John Kerry in 2004, and Barack Obama in 2008. The 
last Republican to win the county was George H. W. Bush in 1988. 



 

Chalola’si 

chalola’si (n.) stream, creek, brook 
Esselen-English Dictionary, compiled by D. L. Shaul 
           http://www.esselen.com/dict2.html 
 
Carmel Bay, the mouth of the valley, this land confluent with the sea, this 
region of incalculable fertility said to have sustained the greatest 
exuberance of wildlife in North America, continues to thrive stunningly 
well, enduring with the best and worst of human interventions. Since I first 
set out at age twenty-three walking the paths along Carmel Beach, Carmel 
Point, River Beach and the lagoon, the river, Monastery Beach, and Point 
Lobos, these places have not succumbed to civilization all that much. 

 
Not many years after arriving here in 1974, I was dipping my first-born 
child’s feet in the wet sands of the lagoon. Two more offspring then came 
along to play on the swings under the pines near where I am still fortunate 
to wake up and start my days. Early this morning, as a sixty-year-old 
jogging through the park with my springer spaniel, I ran past mothers 
guiding their twenty-first century toddlers as they ventured under the coast 
live oaks and manzanita that I know so well. Blue sky opened up as the 
sea fog gave way to the sun’s radiance. I stopped to peer up at a crow 
waging a high-altitude sortie against the hawk that has been soaring and 
preying in this zone for many months now. 

 
Winding its way through Carmel Woods is a brook about a foot wide, for 
the most part, between cycles of flood and drought. The stream originates 
not far from my studio door, draining Carmel Hill, plunging through a small 
but steep canyon as it descends through various neighborhoods, 
alongside Fourth Avenue, disappearing into a concrete culvert under the 
high dunes, and spilling down at last to merge with the tides on Carmel 
Beach. It has taken me nearly four decades to wake up to its sacredness, 
its holiness—chalola’si. 

 
This new awakening process started with a sepia-toned photograph, 
inscribed “Carmel Beach, 1903.” As it hung through the years in my 
studio, I wondered about the exact spot where the anonymous 
photographer spread her or his tripod and tripped the aperture. One day, I 
remembered to tuck the image in my backpack on a trek to the beach. 
Almost immediately, I lined up the landmarks and found the very spot to 
be atop a dune prominent among those that the culvert channeling 
chalola’si lays beneath. I was astonished by this discovery: After Point 
Lobos and the Pacific horizon, the patterns that persist most unaltered are 
the very crests and troughs of the dunes themselves.  Carmel Point is 
much changed by the building of scores of houses, Tor House among 



them, and by all the trees grown up in the past 108 years, including 
saplings that Jeffers planted. 

 
Then, very soon after this photographic time traveling, as my feet sank in 
the sands near the photographer’s perch, I came upon a bold signal. In 
the bright light of noon sparkled a bright red granite stone that flared out to 
me, ruby-like. I picked it up. It fit comfortably in my palm, but it was broken 
apart like a biscuit; the ragged facets were the source of the glistening that 
caught my eye. I brought it home to study. I was puzzled; a granite stone 
of that size does not crack in half easily. Then I remembered reading in 
Malcolm Margolin’s The Ohlone Way how the first people tossed hot 
stones into cold water to heat their acorn soup and how these stones often 
cracked. Wide-eyed and alert on subsequent trips to the dunes, I began to 
notice in the sand, in proximity with various kitchen midden deposits of 
heaped shells and bones, other stone fragments that had an obviously 
refined triangular shape. In an array of sizes, these triangular pieces of 
granite and sandstone seemed to fly into my fingers, positioning 
themselves perfectly to serve as awls, slicers, and scrapers. I found 
myself to be among a galaxy of stone implements—or am I imagining 
things? 

 
I became entranced—I still am—by each of the discoveries connecting me 
tactilely and intimately with its original shaper and user. These awls and 
scrapers are easy to spot—once you know how to look for them—beneath 
the oaks, some of which were steadily providing acorns for the local 
Rumsien tribelet’s soup. Margolin cites early European reports of a dozen 
tribelet fires spanning the length of what we call Carmel Beach. The latest 
carbon-dating of human remains on the Monterey Peninsula shows 
habitation here for about 7,500 years—since the wheel was invented and 
Egyptian civilization first stirred. That’s a considerable human presence, 
vastly predating the European intrusion and the establishment of our 
United States of America. But the signals I’m talking about are not carbon-
datable anyway. The resonances that come to me now as I walk the 
banks of chalola’si aren’t archaeological, exactly. 

 
Margolin tells how the first people were devotees of the sun. They greeted 
Dawn with whoops and yelps, songs, and dancing. They recognized that 
our human lives are a lot like the sun’s life. We rise and we flow, as all 
waters flow, to the sea—to the west, where the sun goes. And those of us 
of any eon who walk beneath Sequoia sempervirens are blessed—as we 
are blessed this day to walk among the nations of woodpeckers, owls, 
hummingbirds, cormorants, pelicans, and egrets.  We dwell among the 
mountain lions and can feel the ghosts of the grizzlies who once prevailed 
here. We see coyotes, bobcats, deer, and rabbits. We go down to visit the 
sea otters, harbor seals, and lobos mariños. Walking the dunes yesterday, 
I saw whale spouts. The poppies are in full bloom; the lupine are coming 



on, and the poison oak too. Today, I feasted on fresh-picked leaves of 
miner’s lettuce and wood mint. 

 
Chalola’si flowed full in winter this year, and still runs through April. The 
Carmelo is a mighty río, carving the beach away right up to the parking lot. 
Above Carmel Canyon, the ocean waves rise up transparent aquamarine, 
where the river meets the sea—where the steelhead come to bring it all 
back home. 
               
Everything is connected to everything. 

 
~ John Dotson (2010)* 
 
 
 

 
“Listen to the water. 
       Listen to the wind. 
 Listen to the fire.” 
  
In other words, she said, 
 
“Don’t take these things for granted. 
   Consider them all the time. 
  Always take care of it.” 
 
~ words of Maria Onésimo Ramirez 
 as told by her son Alejandro “Alex” Ramirez* 

 
 

 
 
 
* from Passion for Place; Community Reflections on the Carmel 
River Watershed, Paola Berthoin, ed.  (RisingLeaf Impressions, 
2012) 
 
Carol Herthel is Rumsien-Esselen site steward for sacred sites in 
Monterey County.  
 
Alex Ramirez is Rumsien Ohlone of Carmel Valley. 
 

 
 

 


